
Minutes of the Rutherford County Public Building Authority 
January 5, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 

Historic Courthouse, Room 205 

 
 Members Present Others Present 
 Mike Picklesimer Mayor Burgess   Darin Moore 

 Stan Vaught  Steve Johnson Adam Nicholson 

 Dow Smith  John Thayer  Brian Robertson 

 Les Smith  Jerry Preston  Bricke Murfree    

 Steve Waldron Michelle Thomas Felicia Reed 

      

Chairman Mike Picklesimer presided and called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. with five 

(5) members being present.   

Chairman Mike Picklesimer opened the meeting with the first matter of business on 

approving the minutes from the December 1, 2016 meeting. “Mr. Leslie Smith motioned for 

approval and Mr. Steve Waldron seconded that motion. The motion for approval of the 

December 1, 2016 minutes passed by unanimous acclamation.”   

 

Election of Officers for 2017 – Chairman Mike Picklesimer conducted the election of 

officers for 2017. “Mr. Stan Vaught moved, seconded by Steve Waldron, to reinstate the 

current officers for 2017, which are Mike Picklesimer-Chairman, Dow Smith-Vice 

Chairman and Leslie Smith-Secretary. This motion passed by unanimously by 

acclamation.” 

 

Project Budget –Mr. Jerry Preston provided a project cost sheet for review and stated that 

the highlighted areas are what PBA approved last month so you can see what has been 

adjusted and the monthly billings that have taken place against the contracts.  

 

Lytle Street Project Update- Mr. Jerry Preston sent the County contribution information 

provided by GS&P/SEC to Mike Biggs at Wiser and they have not heard back as of yet. 

Chairman Mike Picklesimer said he has spoken to Mr. Jim Kerr who said he is going to be 

getting with others on the matter and getting back to us.  Mr. John Thayer said all the work 

is focused between Walnut and Maple and they will be there for another two months. Bell is 

getting ready to turn Maple Street back over to the Lytle Street crew after they finish 

erecting the garage. The County’s IT has asked for additional cable runs and conduits. They 

did receive a quote two weeks ago and Mayor Burgess said it will be paid out of the 

operating budget. Mr. Brian Robertson said that the costs will be coming from their 

operating budget as it is their choice to have it to ensure better quality of service and since it 

is a discretionary option on their part. 

 

Moving Companies- Mr. Jerry Preston provided a sheet detailing the four responses they 

received from moving companies indicating their estimates and work to be performed. The 
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moving companies that participated were Graebel, Apex, Armstrong, and Flood. Apex had 

minor discrepancies. Flood missed the total inches of the files and the total calculation was 

off. Mr. Preston said we are asking for approval to proceed with Graebel and to 

acknowledge their price estimate. They are ready to select a mover, so they can begin 

coordinating closely with Mr. Brian Robertson and IT about moving all the electronics, 

Files with FileSolve and the Clerk’s offices. Once a moving company has been selected 

they will be ready to fine tune the moving responsibilities and cost. “Mr. Stan Vaught 

motioned for approval of hiring Graebel as the moving company and Mr. Steve Waldron 

seconded that motion. The motion for approval of Graebel as the moving company passed 

by unanimous acclamation.”  

 

Project Update 

 

(a) Construction 

 

Judicial Building- Foundations are complete. Basement walls are approximately 99% 

complete. Finishing up structural steel package and working on miscellaneous steel. Floors 

one through six are complete and the elevator tower and entry pavilion are being erected. 

Burton Street has been closed. Fabrication of architectural precast panels is nearly complete 

and erection has started on the north elevation. Waterproofing has been installed around 

four elevator pits and the basement walls. Sprayed fireproofing is being applied to the sixth 

floor structure. Underslab plumbing and electrical rough-in is complete in the basement. 

Work is complete on MEP coordination drawings. Installation of cast iron and copper 

plumbing piping is continuing on the first, second and third floors. Installation of duct is 

continuing on the first and second floors. AHU’s have been set on the first through the fifth 

floors. Electrical rough-in is continuing on the first, second, and third floors. Installation of 

fire protection piping is continuing on the first floor. Installation of fire protection piping is 

continuing on the first floor. Metal stud framing is continuing on the first through fourth 

floors. Slabs have been poured on the first floor through the sixth floors. Slab pours have 

started in the basement. Installation of drilled peers is complete at the lobby area and 

foundations are complete. The fire and domestic water main have been installed.  

Parking Garage- Mr. John Thayer passed out the monthly progress report detailing the 

contract cost and work performed for December. They will finish erecting precast on 

Tuesday. They are getting prepped to pour slabs. Grading of the site is complete. Installation 

of drilled piers is complete. Work is complete on pier caps, grade beams, and retaining 

walls. Fabrication of structural precast components is complete and erection of precast is 

nearly complete. Underground plumbing systems have been installed. The parking garage is 

three or four months away from being complete.  
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(b) RCOIT Public/Staff Network- Mr. Brian Robertson stated that there is nothing new 

to report. They are meeting with John and crew next Friday.  

 

Future Key Events- The parking garage’s completion is scheduled for June 2, 2017, and the 

judicial building’s completion is scheduled for April 1, 2018. Moving is scheduled for May 

4 – 9, 2018. Mr. Jerry Preston provided a sheet of the proposed move schedule. According 

to the move schedule, two weeks prior to the move, packing material and equipment will be 

delivered. On approximately Friday, May 4, 2018, they will prepare for the move and will 

recommend no court. Saturday, Sunday and Monday of that week will be the suggested 

move days. Tuesday and Wednesday they will unpack, Thursday and Friday will be used to 

continue unpacking. Monday of the following week will be full building operation and that 

Friday packing equipment will be picked up.  

 

Other- Mr. Jerry Preston stated there is one other matter he has to discuss which is the 

revision in file room 159- Now that they understand, in greater detail, the amount of 

confidential files Melissa has, high density equipment will be needed requiring an increase 

to the floor loading capability. It is important to maximize that room with filing capability. 

So they need to plate the steel around that room. Mr. Preston said he would like to set a 

maximum not to exceed for this work in the amount of $45,000.00. Mr. John Thayer stated 

that they need approval to do this before the next PBA meeting. Mr. Preston said they will 

have a more definite number of the cost by next month. The room is about 160 square feet 

and the file rack is twenty feet. This has been an ongoing process with FileSolve in 

measuring all the files and categorizing them and knowing how many files are going to be 

in that room. “Mr. Steve Waldron motioned for approval to allow this additional work with 

an amount not to exceed $45,000.00 and Mr. Mr. Stan Vaught seconded that motion. The 

motion passed by unanimous acclamation.”   

 

With no further items, Chairman Mike Picklesimer concluded and adjourned the meeting at 

4:38 p.m.  

 

 

_________________________________ 

MICHAEL PICKLESIMER, CHAIRMAN 

 

 


